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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Westchester County thanked Vietnam era veterans for their service by 
issuing a Vietnam Veteran’s Medal in a ceremony held at Kensico Dam 
on October 5th. If you did not receive one call the Chapter office or call 
my office at the Westchester County Veterans Service Agency @ 914-

995-2145. You can come to my office in White Plains to receive yours or 
we will mail it to you. 

 
The reason that we were not able to inform most of you about the medal 
ceremony is that I do not have your E mail address! We now have 300 
members, but I only have 89 email addresses, so PLEASE email or call 

me with your address.  
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter are flyers about our upcoming Wreaths 
across America ceremony and our Candle light Vigil. 

 
Take care of yourself and each other  

 
Dan Griffin 
 
 

Welcome to our newest members 
 

William Murray member from White Plains 
Peter Brown member from Armonk 

Edward Erickson life member from West Nyack 
Joseph Ketchum from White Plains 

William Neithardt life member from Port Chester 
Louis Saharelli from Cortlandt Manor 

Dennis Antonlicci from Jefferson Valley 
Gerald Cassone from Port Chester 

Daniel Morea from Beacon 
Arthur Donohue from Larchmont 

Thomas Battersby life member from New Rochelle 
Walter Ronaghan life member from Harrison 

John Impelizino from White Plains 
Dr. Edward Sottile life member from Somers 



 

 VA Secretary Grants Relief for Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injuries 
 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert McDonald has granted equitable relief to more than 24,000 
Veterans following a national review of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) disability compensation 
examinations conducted between 2007 and 2015. 
  
Equitable relief is a unique legal remedy that allows the Secretary to correct an injustice to a 
claimant, where VA is not otherwise authorized to do so within the scope of the law.   

Since 2007, medicine around TBI has been a rapidly evolving science. VA instituted a policy 
requiring one of four specialists – a psychiatrist, physiatrist, neurosurgeon, or neurologist – to 
complete initial TBI exams when VA does not already have a diagnosis.  VA selected these 
specialists because they have the most experience with the symptoms and effects of TBI. 

As more research became available, VA issued a series of guidance documents that created 
confusion regarding the policy. The nationwide review revealed that more than 24,000 Veterans 
did not receive an exam by one of the specifically designated specialists. Of the Veterans 
identified, more than 13,000 are already service connected for TBI at a 10 percent disability 
evaluation or higher. 
 
Corrective Actions Taken by VA 

To minimize burden and ensure no financial harm to affected Veterans, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs granted equitable relief to all of the more than 24,000 identified Veterans on May 3, 
2016.  The relief authorizes VA to offer new TBI exams, conducted by an appropriate specialist, 
to all identified Veterans.   

– Further, this equitable relief: 
• Enables VA to take action on any new examinations without requiring 

Veterans to submit new claims. 
• Allows VA to award an effective date as early as the date of original TBI 

claim and provide any retroactive benefits due. 

– VA will contact affected Veterans to notify them of the opportunity to receive new 
examinations and have their claims reprocessed. Affected Veterans will have one year 
in which to request new examinations. 
 

VA understands the importance of an accurate exam to support Veterans’ disability claims.  VA 
is committed to improving the medical exam experience and has identified it as one of the 
Department’s 12 MyVA Breakthrough Priorities. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Candle Light Vigil 
 
 
 

Lasdon Park 
 
 

December 18th  
 
 

4:30 PM 
 

This is our Christmas for the men and women who did not 
come home from Vietnam. 

 
 



                                                                                 
 
 
 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
 

LASDON PARK 
 

DECEMBER 17th 12:00 PM Sharp 
 

We will present wreaths at our Vietnam Memorial and at each one 
 

Of the statues on the “Trail of Honor” 
 

Also at each of the plaques at the “walk of Honor “at Kensico Dam 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                        



    
 

  

VA provides service dog benefits to Veterans with mental health 
disorders 

08/18/2016 01:01 PM EDT 

 VA provides service dog benefits to Veterans 
with mental health disorders   

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today that it is piloting a 
protocol to implement veterinary health benefits for mobility service dogs approved for Veterans 
with a chronic impairment that substantially limits mobility associated with mental health 
disorders.  

“We take our responsibility for the care and safety of Veterans very seriously,” said VA Under 
Secretary for Health, Dr. David J. Shulkin. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is committed 
to providing appropriate, safe and effective, compassionate care to all Veterans. Implementing 
the veterinary health benefit for mobility service dogs approved for Veterans with a chronic 
impairment that substantially limits mobility associated with mental health disorders may prove to 
be significantly beneficial for some Veterans.  The Service Dog Benefits Pilot will evaluate this 
premise.”  

VA has been providing veterinary benefits to Veterans diagnosed as having visual, hearing or 
substantial mobility impairments and whose rehabilitation and restorative care is clinically 
determined to be optimized through the assistance of a guide dog or service dog. With this pilot, 
this benefit is being provided to Veterans with a chronic impairment that substantially limits 
mobility associated with a mental health disorder for whom the service dog has been identified as 
the optimal way for the Veteran to manage the mobility impairment and live independently. 

Service dogs are distinguished from pets and comfort animals because they are specially trained 
to perform tasks or work for a specific individual with a disability who cannot perform the task or 
accomplish the work independently.  To be eligible for the veterinary health benefit, the service 
dog must be trained by an organization accredited by Assistance Dogs International in 
accordance with VA regulations. 

Currently, 652 Veterans with approved guide or service dogs receive the veterinary service 
benefit. This Pilot is anticipated to provide the veterinary service benefit to up to 100 additional 
Veterans with a chronic impairment that substantially limits mobility associated with a mental 
health disorder. 

The VA veterinary service benefit includes comprehensive wellness and sick care (annual visits 
for preventive care, maintenance care, immunizations, dental cleanings, screenings, etc.), 
urgent/emergent care, prescription medications, and care for illnesses or disorders when 
treatment enables the dog to perform its duties in service to the Veteran. 
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 5 
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Chapter 49 
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12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
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5:30 PM 

23 24 25 26 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 30    
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8 9 10 

11 PTSD Unit 
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1:00 PM 
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12 13 14 15 16 17 
WreathsAcross 
America 12:00 
Lasdon Park 
 

18 Candle 
Light Vigil 
Dusk 
Lasdon Park 

19 20 
 

21 22 23 24  

25 
Christmas 

26 27 28 29 30 31 New Years 
Eve 

 
H.R. 1769 and S.901, the Toxic Exposure Research Act bills are placed on the House and 
Senate Calendar for floor votes  
 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
 
June 1, 2016 
 
 
Legislative Update: H.R. 1769 and S.901 the Toxic Exposure 
Research Act of 2015 
 
 
H.R. 1769, the Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2015, introduced by 
Congressmen Benishek (MI-1) and Honda (CA-17) with 201 cosponsors 
was reported out of the House Veterans Affairs Committee on May 24 
and placed on the House Union Calendar No. 460 for a floor vote. H.R. 
1769 bill legislative language has also been added to Title III Matters 
Relating to Toxic Exposure in H.R. 5286 the VA Construction and Lease 
Authorization, Health, and Benefits Enhancement Act introduced by 
Chairman Miller House Veterans Affairs Chairman on May 19, 2016.  
 
 
 S.901, the Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2015 introduced in the 
Senate by Senators Jerry Moran (KS) and Richard Blumenthal (CT), 
with 48 cosponsors, bill legislative language has been included in Title II 
Subtitle I Research and Toxic Exposure in S.2921, the Veterans First Act 
introduced by Senators Johnny Isakson (GA), Chairman and Richard 
Blumenthal (CT), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs.  On May 12, 2016, the Veterans First Act was vote out 
of the committee and placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under 
General Orders Calendar No. 467 for floor vote. S.2921 Veterans First 
Act (Reported in Senate - RS) [S.2921.RS][PDF] S.2921 has 42 Senate 
cosponsors. 
 
 
 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America is the nation's only congressionally chartered veterans' 
service organization dedicated to the needs of Vietnam-era veterans and their families. 
In keeping with its founding principle, "Never again will one generation of veterans 
abandon another," VVA aggressively advocates for all veterans 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
WE NEED YOU

IN THE VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA

MEMBERSHIP TYPES and ELIGIBILITY 

Individual Membership is open to any Vietnam-era Veteran who served on active duty in the 
U.S. armed forces between January 1, 1959 and May 7, 1975. 

Associate Membership in the VVA is open to all who share our concerns – both men and 
women, friends, supporters, and families – Veteran or not. 

Life Membership / Associate Life Membership is available to all who wish to demonstrate a 
greater commitment to the ideals and work of the V.V.A. (Economically a great deal!) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
             
check one                                                                                              circle dues amount  if applicable                                      

_____  Vietnam-era Veteran Application: 1 year - $20       3 years - $50      Life Membership - $100
       Individual Membership 
                (must provide a copy of applicant’s DD-214) 
                                                       
_____  Non-Vietnam-era Veteran Application:   1 year - $20       3 years - $50      Life Membership - $100
                    Associate Membership 
                                                       
_____  Non-Member Financial Contribution:  $____________ 
                                                       
_____  Report of Address Change: 

  Name: ________________________________________   Phone: __________________

  Address: ______________________________________  Date of Birth: _____________ 

  City: _______________________________  State: _______ Zip Code: ______________ 

  E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: V.V.A. Chapter #49 
 

Send application and check to: 
Membership Chair, V.V.A. Chapter #49  PO Box 224, Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Questions? Call the Chapter: Phone/Fax (914) 682-4949 
or e-mail: Chapter49@aol.com 

wwwVietnamVets49.org 
Chapter #49 meetings are held the 1st Thursday of each month at: 

The Armonk American Legion Hall  ●  35 Bedford Rd.  Armonk, NY 10504 
Dinner at 6:30 pm  /  Meeting at 7:30 pm 

JANUARY 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
New Years 
Day 

2 3 4 5 meeting 
6:00 Board 
6:30 dinner 
7:30 meeting 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 Pizza 
Party FDR 
Stress Unit 
5:30 PM 

25 26 
 

27 28 

29 
 
 

30 31     

       
       

February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 meeting 
6:00 Board 
6:30 dinner 
7:30 meeting 

3 
 

4 

5 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

12 13 14 
Valentine’s 
Day 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21  
 

22 23 24 25 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 Pizza 
Party FDR 
Stress Unit 
5:30 PM 
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Please make checks payable to: V.V.A. Chapter #49 
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or e-mail: Chapter49@aol.com 
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John H. Pagliuca
Certified Dealer 1423557
lubedealer.com/johnpag

PH: (914) 402-4239
C: (914) 714-5037

johnamsman@aol.com

SAILORS - JOIN NOW
CONTACT


